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SUB J : OPERATION BUCCANEER; MATALON STATEMENT 

1. RESPONDING TO PUBLIC CRITICISM TRIGGERED BY IACK 
ANDERSON COLUMN ALLEGING USE OF "VIETNAME STYLE" DEFOLIANT 
TO SPRAY MARIIUANAFIELDS , MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY MATALON YESTERDAY ISSUED STATEMENT OF 
DENIAL WHICH INCORPORATED MOST OF THE RELEASE APPROVED 

BY THE DEPARTMENT ON USG ASSISTANCE TO ANTI-DRUG EFFORT. 
MATALON EMPHASIZED DRIVE AGAINST DRUGS WAS JAMAICAN 
SHOW AND US HELP PROVIDED AT GOJ REQUEST. COMMENTING 
ON THE OPERATION, MATALON SAID QUOTE THE ASSISTANCE 
AND COOPERATION WHICH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS 
GIVEN TO THE JAMAICAN GOVERNMENT IS NOT ONLY WELCOME, 

BUT THE RESULTS OF THE JOINT TASK FORCE OPERATIONS 

TO DATE HAVE PROVEN BENEFICIAL TO BOTH COUNTRIES. UNQUOTE. 

2. SPECIFICALLY ON THE DEFOLIANT SPRAYING ALLEGATION, 
MATALON ASSERTED QUOTE IT IS PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE THAT 
ERADICATION PROGRAMMES IN THE PAST HAVE INCLUDED MANUAL 
DESTRUCTION OF GANJA FIELDS AND THEIR CROPS. IT IS ALSO 
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WELL KNOWN THAT IN OTHER COUNTRIES AERIAL SPRAYING 
WITH HERBICIDES, COMMONLY USED FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES 
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IN JAMAICA, HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED EFFECTIVELY IN THE CONTROL 
OF MARIJUANA. 

QUOTE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE HERBICIDES HAS 
BEEN TESTED ON LOCAL PLANTS BUT NO AERIAL SPRAYING HAS 
BEEN CARRIED OUT, NEITHER HAS THE GOVERNMENT GRANTED ANY 
PERSMISSION TO SPRAY JAMAICAN MARIJUANA FIELDS WITH 
VIETNAM-STYLE DEFOLIANTS. IT SHOULD ALSO BE EMPHASIZED 
THAT ALL PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT OPERATING IN THIS JOINT 
PROGRAMME ARE UNDER THE COMMAND OF JAMAICAN AUTHORITIES 
AND ALL DECISIONS ON METHODS OF ERADICATION ARE DEPENDENT 
ON THEIR JUDGMENT. 

QUOTE THE MINISTER THEREFORE WISHES TO DISPEL ANY 
IDEA THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN CREATED BY THIS ARTICLE THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT OF JAMAICA PROPOSES TO DO ANYTHING THAT 
WOULD BE DETRIMENTAL TO LEGITIMATE AGRICULTURAL PRO- 
DUCTION OR COULD RESULT IN THE CONTAMINATION OF OUR 
WATER SUPPLIES, BOTH OF WHICH ARE VITAL TO OUR NATIONAL 
INTEREST. UNQUOTE. 

GERARD 
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